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The Fight: Vocabulary List 

• Imperious-assuming power or authority without justification; domineering

• Artifact-an object made by people in the past

• Prodigious-very big and impressive

• Notoriety-the condition of being well-known or famous for a bad reason

• Charisma-a special charm or appeal

• Brash-done in haste without regard for consequences

• Profane-disrespectful

• Exacerbate-to make worse

• Finesse-skillful, subtle handling of a situation

• Bamboozle-to trick, cheat, or deceive

• Class action lawsuit-a lawsuit that allows a large number of people with a

common interest in a matter to sue or be sued as a group. 

• Beleaguered-troubled

• Embargo-an official ban on trade with a particular country. The oil
embargo mentioned in the episode was declared in October of 1973 by 
OPEC, an alliance of oil-producing countries, to punish the United States and 
other countries that supported in Israel in the Yom Kippur War against Egypt, 
Syria, and Jordan. As a result of the 6-month embargo, gas prices soared, long 
lines at gas pumps became commonplace, and the United States economy was 
plunged into recession.	
  

1



Note Sheet, The Fight (1965-1978)
Fill this in as you watch. Sentences in italics are direct quotations from the episode. 

1. Frank Rizzo is described as an "artifact of ____________and ______________".

2. In a climate laced with ____________, shuttered _____________________and
___________, Rizzo declares his candidacy in the __________ mayoral election, a bid to turn 
his prodigious notoriety as police______________into ___________________power. 

3. Textile workers in Kensington:
1903 1970s 

4. How did the closing of factories impact communities?

5. Rizzo thought he could use his physical_____________and his charisma to hold at bay
________________chaos. 

6. What was Joe Frazier's style of fighting?

7. What was the playing style of the Stanley Cup winning Philadelphia Flyers?

8. The Rizzo administration was accused of ______________and
police_______________. 

9. What was the result of the class action lawsuit filed by women against the city of
Philadelphia? 

10. What were some of the characteristics of "The Sound of Philadelphia"?

11. For ___________days, Mayor Rizzo refused to speak to__________________.
After a parody interview was published in the_______________, Rizzo supporters 
protested by blocking trucks. 

12. When Mayor Rizzo decided to _____________________in 1976, a petition was
launched to demand a _____________________election. The effort is declared 
__________________________by the state____________________________. 

13. Why was the Bicentennial celebration so poorly attended?

14. Why does the nation feel beleagured at the time of the Bicentennial?
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Desegregation of Girard College WebQuest 

A. Go to http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/reverend-dr-
martin-luther-king-6 There will be parts where the sound doesn't work and some blank tape. 
Just be patient.  

1. According to King, what is a parallel between Philadelphia and the South?

2. What does King mean when he says "You can't hold a man down in the valley without staying
down there with him to keep him there". 

B. Go to: 
http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/content/collections/desegregation-
girard-college/when-timeline  

1. During the early 1950s, what were reasons given for and against desegregating Girard
College? 

FOR AGAINST 

2. What was the ruing of the Orphans' Court in 1955 with regard to Girard College?

3. What did the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania decide in 1956?

4. What did the Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) decide in 1957? How did
Girard College avoid following the SCOTUS ruling? 

5. What strategy was used by the local NAACP under the leadership of Cecil B. Moore in its
renewed effort to desegregate Girard College? 

6. In 1965, which groups and/or individuals were advocating for the desegregation of Girard
College? 

7. Why, after 10 months without picketing, did it resume in October of 1966?

8. On what constitutional principle does Judge Lord rule that the seven African American
students should be admitted to Girard College?  What do the federal Third Circuit Court of 
Appeals and the SCOTUS decide about Judge Lord's ruling? 
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Desegregation of Girard College WebQuest, Continued

C. Go to: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-
collections/6,915?page=1 

Choose one photo from one of the following albums.  Describe in detail what you see and write 
at least one question the photo raises for you. Notice that there are numerous pages of 
photographs. 

1."Civil rights demonstrators at Girard College" 

2. "Civil rights leaders at Girard College"

3. "Police activity at Girard College"

D. Go to: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-collections/6,925 

Choose a newspaper article (notice that there are numerous pages of them).  Summarize its 
content and indicate what it tells you about the desegregation of Girard College.   

E. Go to: http://northerncity.library.temple.edu/search-all-collections/6,934 

After listening to an oral history of your choice, summarize the person's experience during the 
Girard College protests. 
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1. Why do the organizers of this campaign want Frank Rizzo to be fired
from his position as police commissioner? 

2. What is the flyer asking people to do and how would their doing so lead
to the firing of Frank Rizzo? 

3. According the flyer, "OUR MONEY IS POWER". Do you agree with this
statement? Why or why not? 

4. Do you think that this campaign had a significant impact on the
merchants and businesses of Philadelphia? Why or why not? 

5. Do you think that the students' three demands listed on the flyer have
been met? Explain your answer. 

Primary Source Activity
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